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GOVERNMENT OFFICE CONTRACT — JOONDALUP 

49. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Minister for Finance: 
I refer to the relocation of public servants to new office space in Joondalup. 
(1) When was the contract for the new office space signed? 
(2) How much will it cost taxpayers? 
(3) Where in the Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement or the Pre-election Financial 

Projections Statement can I find that cost? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the member for Joondalup for that question. Reflecting on the question that I just had to answer 

from the Leader of the National party about the early cessation of the first home buyers grant boost of 
$5 000, we expect that to save about $20 million over the forward estimates. I was interested to hear from 
the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I think the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition said that we sleazed our way into government, and the Leader of the Opposition said that we 
misled our way into government. However, what seems to be happening, member for Joondalup, is that 
every time the Under Treasurer comes wandering into my office, it is with some diabolical piece of news. 
I am starting to get some sort of Pavlovian response every time I see the Under Treasurer—and it is not 
to salivate, I say that right now. 
I will inform the house in the coming weeks of the few of these to deal with. The announcement made, 
not during the caretaker period, not in December, but on 14 July last year by the then government, in 
a media release stated — 

Premier Colin Barnett today announced the Liberal National Government had signed an 
Agreement for Lease with Primewest to build about 9 600 square metres of new office space in 
Joondalup. 

It was an important announcement for Joondalup, I dare say, member for Joondalup, and one that the 
people of Joondalup are particularly interested in. So, it was June, July, August, September, October, 
November to the midyear review, then January and February to the pre-election financial projections 
statement. The member can imagine my surprise now, with a contract signed over six months ago, to find 
that there is nothing in the forward estimates to actually implement that contract. Therefore, I now have 
to bring to the Expenditure Review Committee—because we have an ERC—a process to find 
$17.6 million across the forward estimates to implement that contract. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Why don’t you cancel it? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Cancel it! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Member for Cottesloe! I thank the member for Cottesloe for that interjection! It is good to hear 
from the member, because your smiling face is on that media statement headed “New public sector offices for 
Joondalup”. Whilst you made the decision, you signed the contract and you announced it, you just have not funded 
it. Now I have to go and do the sorts of sleazy things that you accuse us of to fill the holes that you left me. That 
is what I have to do. The former Premier says “Cancel the contract”, because apparently his media statement of 
14 July 2016 no longer stands up. The only good thing that I think perhaps I can say as a result of this is that I have 
not yet found any information to suggest that the member tried to expose the taxpayer to the biggest loss possible. 
That is certainly what he tried to do in the lead-up to the caretaker period. I will go through a few of these over the 
coming weeks, because I now have to fill holes of decisions made by the former government. I will continue to 
make those decisions. I look forward to more of these sorts of remarks about misleading the public, but I tell 
members what: I have a few more of these about decisions that the previous government made but just would not 
bring to book. 
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